CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT
forInternational Peace

“Workshop on Capacity Building on

Environment, Trade, and Development”

Gold Room, Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C.
July 16th, 2002

As the world turns its atention towards the World Summit on Sudtainable Development
(WSSD), scheduled to begin August 26 in Johannesburg, South Africa, policymakers
everywhere are being chdlenged to enable the world's poorest countries to benefit from
the globa economy. We cordidly invite you to join us to discuss how best to meet this
chalenge through better defined and coordinated environment and trade-related technica
assstance and capacity building.

The urgent need for capacity building for developing countries to address the chalenges of
sugtainable development was highlighted last November a the Fourth WTO Minigerid,
where delegates from 144 countries agreed on an agenda for a new round of WTO
negotiations. Paragraph 33 of the Ministerid Declaration was exclusvely devoted to the
need for cgpacity building on the trade, environment, and development policy intersection.
At the United Nations Conference on Financing for Development in March 2002,
government leaders amplified this cdl for increased technicdl asssance. They ds0
committed their governments to develop a coordinated program to eradicate poverty,
attract internationd investment, promote trade, and improve the coherence and consistency
of the internationd monetary, financid, and trading sysems. While noting that each
country has primary responghility for its own economic and socid development, leaders
acknowledged that increased financing for development was critical to the future of the
world’' s poorest countries.

Upon his return from a tenrday tour of four African countries, U.S. Treasury Secretary
Paul O'Nelll put a human face to this chdlenge when he concluded, “1 saw dgns of
progress everywhere.  Programs are working, ad is helping, and standards of living are
improving. But there is a long way to go. The progress | saw deserves praise, but it just
isn't enough.” In particular, Secretary O'Neill said that the support aready provided by
international organizations, governments, and the private sector must be held to a higher
standard.

In the months before Johannesburg, there is a need to assess recent capecity building
efforts on environment, trade, and development to identify gaps where improvements can
be made to enhance the coordination of current activities. This workshop ams to provide
a forum for identifying cagpacity building ectivities that can help countries effectivey



engage in trade and environment negotiations, assess the environmentd and developmentd
implications of WTO agreements, and develop and implement mutudly supportive trade
and environment policiess. The meeting should propose actions that can ensure better
coordination and effectiveness of capacity building activities provided by governments and
intergovernmental and nontgovernmenta  organizetions.  The workshop will be opened by
Congressman J.C. Watts, Jr. and Grant Aldonas, Under Secretary of International Trade,
US Department of Commerce.

Attached is the workshop agenda  While we will provide you with updates, you may
follow the workshop' s development at the following Websites:

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
http://www.ceip.org/files/projects/gfted/gfted home.ASP

United Nations Environment Programme
http://www.unep.ch/etu/etp/events/Capacity Building/16July.htm

Please RSVP to Maria Carlo by e-mail at mcarlo@ceip.org or by phone at 1 202-939-
2306. Acceptances only please.
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