West and Central African Region
A:  General Information 
	Countries


	Angola, Benin, Cape Verde, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mauritania, Namibia, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo, United Republic of Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo

	Governing Instruments
	Conventions


	Convention for Co-operation in the Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West and Central African Region Protocol concerning Co-operation in Combating Pollution in Cases of Emergency

	
	Protocols
	Protocol Concerning Co-operation in Combating Pollution in Cases of Emergency in West and Central African Region

	
	Action Plan
	Action Plan for Co-operation in the Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West and Central African Region Protocol concerning Co-operation in Combating Pollution in Cases of Emergency

	Governing Body
	Name (Conference of the Parties, etc)
	Conference of Parties to the Abidjan Convention

	
	Name of the Chairperson or equivalent and contact details
	Chairperson for the Abidjan Convention:
Ministre de l'Environnement et du Cadre de Vie

Tour D - 10ème étage, Cité Administrative

20 BP 650 Abidjan 20

Côte d'Ivoire

Tel. (225)20 22 61 35/20 22 20 50/20 21 04 95

Fax  (225)20 22 20 50/20 21 04 95



	Administrative

Body
	Name of the Regional Coordinating Unit
	Regional Coordinating Unit for the Abidjan Convention (Côte d'Ivoire)

	
	Name of the Coordinator or equivalent and contact details
	Mrs. Nasséré Kaba

Interim Coordinator, Abidjan Convention

Ministere de l’Environnement et de la Foret

Direction de l’Environnement

Citad, Tour D 11e etage

20 BP. 650 Abdjidan 20

Cote d’Ivoire

Tel: 225 20211183/202 10623/202 26635

Fax: 225 202 10495

Email: wacaf@aviso.ci or kabanassere@hotmail.com


B: Actors within the Regional Seas Programme

	Name 
	MAJOR ACTORS



	
	Category (NGOs, IFIs, Intergovernmental orgs. etc.)
	Short description


	Fields of cooperation with the RS

	1. 
	Ministry of Environment and Quality of Life, Côte d'Ivoire

Contact: Ms. Nasséré Kaba

Interim Coordinator, Regional Coordinating Unit of the Abidjan Convention
	Government Ministry
	The Ministry of Environment and Quality of Life is in charge of environment in Côte d'Ivoire.
	The Ministry hosts the Regional Co-ordinating Unit for the Abidjan Convention and facilitates the coordination of activities and projects to ensure the successful implementation of the Action Plan for the protection and development of marine and coastal environment of the West and Central African Region.

	2. 
	Ministry of Environment, Science and Technology (MEST), Ghana


	Government Ministry 
	The Ministry of Environment, Science and Technology is in-charge of environment in Ghana
	Liaises with the Regional Coordinating Unit in Abidjan in the implementation of the GEF Project for Guinea Current Large Marine Ecosystems (GCLME)

	3. 
	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Ghana

Contact: Mr. D. Amlalo, Director/Operations, EPA
	Government Department
	EPA aims to co-manage, protect and enhance the country’s environment, in particular, as well as seek common solutions to global environmental problems.
	Support the Abidjan Convention in the implementation of its work plan.

	4. 
	Ministry of Environment and Nature Protection, Senegal

Contact: Ms. Fatima Dia Toure, Directeur, Direction de l'Environnement et des Etablissements Classés


	Government Ministry
	Ministry of Environment and Nature Protection is in-charge of environment in Senegal and hosts the Interim Secretariat of the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD)
	Coordination in the implementation of the Marine and Coastal Environment Component of NEPAD.

	5. 
	OSPAR Commission

Contact: Mr. Alan Simcock, Executive Secretary, OSPAR Commission
	Regional Seas Convention 
	The OSPAR Commission administers the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (the "OSPAR Convention") and develops policy and international agreements in this field. 


	OSPAR has agreed to support the Abidjan Convention especially in: setting up a network of focal points; providing the focal points with the tools to use in communication, i.e. computers and internet access; as well as supporting the Convention to hold a regional workshop.  The workshop will target 3 main ecosystems: the Benguela, Guinea and Canary current ecosystems.




C: Past, Current and Future Projects within the Regional Seas Programme
	Name 
	ON-GOING PROJECTS LEAD BY THE RS



	
	Cost (US$)
	Period
	Partners
	Objective
	Expected outputs
	Comments/Further info (http://www…)

	1
	Combating coastal area degradation and living resources depletion in the Guinea Current Large Marine (GCLME) through regional actions
	287,280
	2002-2003
	UNIDO, UNDP, UNEP
	To develop an effective approach to prevent and control pollution in the Gulf of Guinea and conserve biodiversity in its Large Marine Ecosystem
	· Regional Coordination and Support Centre created and organized;

· Completed and endorsed SAP;

· Implementation of  6 national and 3 regional demonstration projects completed;

· Formulated Regional Programme of Action on Land-Based Activities and endorsement of new Protocol for the Abidjan Convention;

· Joint Regional Fisheries assessment and pollution surveys completed;

· Organized donor conferences;

· Development and implemented actions for (1) recovery of depleted fish stocks, (2) restoration of damaged habitats including mangroves, and (3) reduction and control of coastal pollution;

· Established GCLME Compact for the assessment and management and sustainability of fish and fisheries of the ecosystem.


	

	1
	NORWAY
	2 million
	2003-2006
	Norwegian Government, GPA, GEF
	To implement GPA Partnership Programme for 2002-2006 in the East African & West and Central African Regions
	· Common regional monitoring methods agreed and pilot monitoring carried out;

· Improved knowledge of priority pollutants and carrying capacity;


	Awaiting approval by Norway


