 Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP)

Regional Seas Status Report (as at June 2003)
A:  General Information 
Countries


Japan, People's Republic of China, Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation NOTE: The Democratic People's Republic of Korea has not yet joined the action plan. 

Governing Instruments
Convention
N/A


Protocols



Action Plan
The Action Plan for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Northwest Pacific Region (NOWPAP) and three supporting Resolutions were adopted at the First Intergovernmental Meeting (Seoul, Republic of Korea, 14 September 1994)

Governing Body
Name (Conference of the Parties, etc)
NOWPAP holds Inter-governmental Meetings every 12-18 months. 


Name of the Chairperson or equivalent and contact details
The NOWPAP National Focal Points

People's Republic of China

Mr. Ruihe Tu

Director, Division for International Organizations

Department of International Cooperation

State Environmental Protection Administration of China

No. 115 Xizhimennei Nanxiaojie

Beijing, 100035, 

Tel: (8610) 66 15 19 33 Fax: (8610) 66 15 17 62

E-mail: ruihe-tu@zhb.gov.cn
Japan

Mr. Hidenobu Sobashima

Director

Global Environment Division

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100-8919

Tel:+813 6402 2540 Fax: +813 6402 2538

Email: hidenobu.sobashima@mofa.go.jp

Republic of Korea

Dr. Kim Chan-woo

Director

Environmental Cooperation Division

International Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

77, Sejong-no, Chongro-ku, 110-760

Tel: (82 2) 720-2329 

Fax: (82 2) 722 7991

Email: cwkim84@mofat.go.kr
Russian Federation

 Mr. Sergey B. Tvertinov

Deputy Chief of the Department of the Ministry of Natural Resources

NOWPAP National Coordinator

Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation

123812, Moscow, GSP, B. Gruzinskaya Street 4/6

Tel: 7095 254 1565
Fax: 7095 9430013

Email: root@ecocom.ru

Administrative

Body
Name of the Regional Coordinating Unit
NOWPAP is in the process of establishing a co-hosted  RCU in Toyama, Japan and Pusan, the Republic of Korea. Until the establishment of the RCU, Regional Seas Branch is acting as Interim Secretariat for NOWPAP. 




Name of the Coordinator or equivalent and contact details
Interim Coordinator

Ellik Adler

Regional Seas Programme

UNEP 

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. 254-2-62 4544

Fax. 254-2-62 4618

Ellik.Adler@unep.org



The NOWPAP Regional Activity Centers

DINRAC (Data and Information Networking), Beijing, China

Dr.  Jianguo WANG

Director, DINRAC 

Environmental Information Centre

State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA)

No. 1 Yuhuinanlu,Chaoyang District

Beijing 100 029

Tel: (86 10) 64963 55/0869  Fax: (86 10) 8463-0849

Email: jgwang@zhb.gov.cn  

CEARAC (Special Monitoring and Coastal Environmental Assessment) Toyama, Japan

Hiroyuki ISHITOBI

Director, CEA/RAC
Special Monitoring & Coastal Environmental Assessment

Regional Activity Center (CEA/RAC)

5-5 Ushijimashin-machi

Toyama City 930-0856

Tel: (81-76)  445-1571  Fax: (81-76) 445-1581

Email:  ishitobi@npec.or.jp
MERRAC (Marine Emergency Response Regional Activity Centre) Taejon, Republic of Korea

Dr. Chang-Gu KANG
Director
Marine Environmental Emergency Preparedness and

Response Regional Activity Centre (MERRAC) of NOWPAP

Korea Research Institute of Ships and Ocean Engineering

Yusong P. O. Box 23

Taejon, 305-600

Tel : (82-42) 868-7260 Fax : (82-42)868-773 

Email:. cgkang@kriso.re.kr
POMRAC (Pollution Monitoring Regional Activity Centre) Vladivostok, The Russian Federation

Dr. Anatoly N. KACHUR

Director

Pollution Monitoring Regional Activity Centre (POMRAC) of NOWPAP  


Pacific Institute of Geography

Far –Eastern Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences

7 Radio Street, Vladivostok 690022 

Tel and Fax:  (7-4232) 312833

Email.: kachur@tig.dvo.ru


B: Actors in the field of conservation, management and sustainable development of the marine and coastal environment in the RS
Note:

Name
MAJOR ACTORS (Japan)




Category (NGOs, IFIs, Intergovernmental orgs. etc.)
Short description


Fields of cooperation with the RS

1
Northwest Pacific Region Environmental Cooperation Center (NPEC)
Government
NPEC as host of CEA/RAC is responsible for the development of new monitoring techniques such as those by remote sensing and bioassay for the establishment of a collaborative regional monitoring program and coastal environmental assessment of the region
Host of CEARAC, coordination of regional special monitoring activities, Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB), Remote Sensing (RS) of the marine and coastal environment.



2
Ministry of Foreign Affairs


Government 



3
Ministry of the Environment
Government



4
Marine Information Research Centre,
Academic

Marine and coastal data

5
National Institute for Environmental Studies
Academic



6
Japan Oceanographic Data Centre, 


Academic

Ocean data, monitoring and assessment

7
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport
Government 



Name
MAJOR ACTORS (China)




Category (NGOs, IFIs, Intergovernmental orgs. etc.)
Short description


Fields of cooperation with the RS

1
State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA)

 
Government 
Formulate national policy, laws and administrative regulations for the environmental impact assessment of major economic and technological policies, development planning and key economic development plans and to formulate the national environmental protection plans; to formulate and monitor the implementation of the national plan for pollution control and ecological conservation in key regions and river basins, and to organize the zoning of environmental functions of different regions
Host of DINRAC, data and information management and networking

2
Ministry of Water Resources
Government



3
Hainan Ocean and Fishery Department
Government
Formulate policy, laws and administrative regulations for fisheries of Hainan Province


4
State Oceanic Administration
Government
A research institute based on Bohai Sea and Yellow Sea and involved in almost every field in marine science, including marine life science and aquaculture
Ocean observation and monitoring

5
South China Sea Institute of Oceanography, Guangzhou
Academic 
A research institute working on coastal and marine issues in the South China Sea and areas beyond


6
South China Institute of Environmental Sciences


Academic
Undertakes studies on environmental issues in the coastal economic development zones and special economic zones in south and east China and the areas adjacent to Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan as well as the national key research programs on tropical and subtropical areas.

Undertakes environmental impact assessment for regional environmental projects and big and medium-sized development and construction projects, the research and design of environmental engineering projects, the development, introduction quality supervision and monitoring of environmental technology and equipment. With this, provides a scientific basis and technical support for environmental decision making and management.
Marine pollution

Name
MAJOR ACTORS (DPRK)




Category (NGOs, IFIs, Intergovernmental orgs. etc.)
Short description


Fields of cooperation with the RS

1
Ministry of Foreign Affairs


Government 



2
Ministry of Land and Environment
Government



Name
MAJOR ACTORS (Republic of Korea)




Category (NGOs, IFIs, Intergovernmental orgs. etc.)
Short description


Fields of cooperation with the RS

1
Korea Research Institute of Ships and Ocean Engineering / Korea Ocean Research and Development Institute (KRISO/KORDI)

Academic
KRISO/KORDI's missions are to perform basic and applied research in order to promote the efficient use of coastal and ocean resources; to undertake a comprehensive survey and study of Korea's seas and open oceans; to conduct scientific research in polar regions, especially in Antarctica; to support and cooperate with other government agencies, universities and private industries towards the development of marine resources and the protection of the ocean environment; and to coordinate international cooperation concerning oceanographic research projects


Host of MERRAC, regional co-operation on the marine pollution preparedness and response

2
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Government
In charge of diplomacy, external economic policy, overseas Korean nationals, international situation analysis and overseas promotional affairs




3
Ministry of Environment
Government



4
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 


Government

Marine pollution, monitoring, mapping

5
Korea Environment Institute
Academic 
Performs research to achieve steady economic and social development and improve the quality of life. Concentrates on environmental problem solving through effective R&D, establish a specialized and legitimate Environmental Impact Assessment, and coordinate environmental preservation and economic development


Marine pollution, in particular land-based pollution

6
Korea Maritime Institute
Academic
· Carries out studies and analyses of the exploitation, utilization and preservation of the ocean and promotion of the fishing industry through the results of research and recommendations

· Studies on policy issues related to ocean governance, environment, fisheries, shipping and port
· Comparative analysis on domestic and international government policy on ocean-related affairs 
· Research on maritime bilateral or multilateral treaties 

Marine policy

Name
MAJOR ACTORS (Russian Federation)




Category (NGOs, IFIs, Intergovernmental orgs. etc.)
Short description


Fields of cooperation with the RS

1
Pacific Geographical Institute (PGI) of the Far Eastern Branch of the Russian Academy of Science (FEB-RAS)
Academic
Russia is represented in POMRAC by the experts from the Far Eastern Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences, the Far East Hydrometeorological Research Institute, regional branches of the Ministry of Natural Resources.
Host of POMRAC, Pollution monitoring, Atmospheric Input of Contaminants into the Marine and Coastal Environment, River Input of Contaminants into the Marine and Coastal Environment.



2
Far Eastern regional  Hydrometeorological Research Institute (FERHRI)
Academic



3
Primorsky Territorial Centre for Monitoring of Federal Committee for Hydrometeorology
Government



3
Ministry of Natural Resources


Government
The Russian national NOWPAP body is the Ministry of Natural Resources with Center for International Projects  acting as its executive body. 
Marine and coastal Monitoring

Name
MAJOR ACTORS (Regional and International)




Category (NGOs, IFIs, Intergovernmental orgs. etc.)
Short description


Fields of cooperation with the RS

1
International Maritime Organisation (IMO)
International 

IMO, as being the secretariat for the International Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Cooperation Convention (OPRC 90), in co-operation with UNEP, is assisting the MERRAC and NOWPAP member States in the development of a NOWPAP Regional Oil Spill Contingency Plan and an associated regional MOU as well as other activities which belong to the scope of the NOWPAP/4 project.

2
GPA
UN organization

With CERAC -Regional Workshop on Protecting Coastal and Marine Ecosystems from Land-Based Activities in the Asia-Pacific Region to discuss the regional guidelines for municipal wastewater control and treatment


4
IOC /UNESCO and IOC sub-commission for the south Pacific (IOC/WESTPAC) WESTPAC
International
The IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC) was established in 1989 as a successive organization of the Regional Committee, with its main task to develop and co-ordinate required regional marine scientific research programmes, ocean observations and services based on priority interests of the Member States in the region and to implement the programmes and activities of the IOC in the regional context. 

NEAR-GOOS pilot project was formulated in order to promote cooperation in ocean observations and data sharing among China, Japan, the Republic of Korea and Russian Federation, for the Japan Sea, the Yellow Sea and the East China Sea.
NOWPAP member states are part of the NEAR GOOS project

C: On-going projects led by the RS

Name 
ON-GOING PROJECTS LED BY THE RS




Cost (US$)
Period
Partners
Objective
Expected outputs
Comments/Further info (http://www…)

Until the establishment of the Regional Coordinating Unit for NOWPAP, the 4 Regional Activity Centers (RACs) are responsible for carrying out their activities under NOWPAP at the regional level as follows:

1
Establishment of a collaborative, regional monitoring programme  - Pollution Monitoring Regional Activity Center (POMRAC, Vladivostok, Russian Federation)

 
2002-2003: 125,000
Ongoing
IOC/UNESCO, GIWA, and numerous local institutions
Establishment of a regional pollution monitoring system. Specifically for:

 Working group 1 - Atmospheric Input of Contaminants into the Marine and Coastal Environment

Working group 2 – River Input of Contaminants into the Marine and Coastal Environment.

in the Northwest Pacific Region (NOWPAP/3) under the  NOWPAP Regional Seas Programme.
· Information on Atmospheric Deposition and Rivers and direct inputs in the Northwest Pacific Region

· Information on technologies and know-how in the field of monitoring 

· Training programs and technical seminars organized

· Data inter-calibration in cooperation with other international and regional organizations 

· Harmonization of the approaches and techniques used in the monitoring network.
http://www.pomrac.dvo.ru/statpomr.htm

2
Special Monitoring and Coastal Environmental Assessment Regional Activity Center (CEARAC, Toyama, Japan)
2002-2003: 125,000
Ongoing
IOC/UNESCO, GPA, Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) E Remote Sensing RAC, and numerous local institutions
Establishment of a regional monitoring system specifically for

Working Group 3 - Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) and 

Working group 4 - Remote Sensing (RS) of the marine and coastal environment.

· Coordination of regional activities for assessment of the state of the marine, coastal and associated freshwater environment

· Developing tools for environmental planning and management based on the results of the assessment

· Developing assessment and planning tools including special monitoring programs (monitoring by remote sensing, bio-monitoring etc.) which cannot be covered by the routine pollution monitoring

http://www.npec.or.jp

3
Establishment of a comprehensive database and information management system - Data and Information network Regional Activity Center (DINRAC, Beijing, China)
2002-2003: 125,000
Ongoing
IOC/UNESCO, and numerous local institutions
Coordinion and

Integration of monitoring and data-gathering systems on a regional basis and collating and recording environmental data and information to form a comprehensive database and information management system.
· A regional policy on data and information sharing

· An meta-database for the region

· Preparation and publishing a Directory of Marine Environmental Institutions in the NOWPAP Region

· Assessment the capabilities of national scientific, academic and other research institutions to collect and manage data

· Develop a digitized map base for the entire region to serve as the base for an electronic database in the form of a Geographic Information System (GIS). 
www.nowpap1.org/2-DINRAC.htm

4
Development of effective measures for regional cooperation in marine pollution and preparedness and response - Marine Emergency and Response Regional Activity Center (MERRAC, Taejon, Korea)
2002-2003:

195,000
Ongoing
IMO, and numerous local institutions
Regional co-operation on the marine pollution preparedness and response among the NOWPAP member States
· Development of Effective Measures for Regional Cooperation in Marine Pollution Preparedness and Response

· Development and implementation of the NOWPAP Regional Oil Spill Contingency Plan
http://merrac.nowpap.org/

D: Projects under formulation by the RS

Name 
PROJECTS UNDER FORMULATION BY THE RS




Cost (US$)
Period
Partners
Objective
Expected outputs
Comments/Further info (http://www…)

1
GEF project - Identification and prioritisation of marine environmental problems in the region and strategic planning for addressing them

Still to be determined
UNEP GEF, RACs and many institutions mentioned in the country breakdowns
Identify regionally agreed priority environmental issues and problems and  identification of and to develop and establish a set of regionally agreed remedial actions that can effectively address the identified environmental issues

Including through the design and implement regional and national demonstration projects 



Concept paper under development
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