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The Carpathians are ot just ane of Ewope’'s largest mouriain
ranges, & unigue natural tregsure of cgreal bealfy and ecalogical
vaile, ardt home of the headwalters of fraior fvers.

They also constitfe a major ecological economic, cuifral,
recreafional and iving environment in the heatt of ELrowe, shared
By nUmerols peanies and counities.

Interim Secretariat
of the
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The Campathians are an impatant resenalr for blodiversity, and
Eurape's last refuge Tor large marmmals- brown bear, Wolf, and
yree, home (o popiations of Elropean Nson, moose, wildeat,
charmols, Alpine marmot, golden eadle, eagle owl, capercalilie,
black grouse, pils many Lhique Insect Species

Transition to & market economy, increasing and infegraling roie of
the oivil soclely, and becoming part of westem Euope imoly
profound changes. The Calpatflans are shared by seven Cerfral
and Eastem European Couniries, four of which have alfeady
joined fthe Euwrgpean Union This inoreases the possibiities
of  susiaingble develgoment based on fhe rich hatlral
envifonmental, culfural and fuman resources of the reglon, and
for presenving ts natlval and culfral hentage for fuflye
gerergtions. To seg this become a realty, the Carpa-
thian Comvention provides & cooperative frarme-
work for every stakefoldar corfribuis o ane
bereflt rom hese developmerts,

Far further informotion please contact us:

Interim Secretariat of the Carpathion Convention
United Meations Enviranmaent Pragramme - Vienno
Vienna International Centre - Room JOE 25

RO, Box 500

1400 Vienna, Ausirio

Telephone: (+43 1) 26060-4545
Telefax: [+43 1) 26060-7.4545

harald egeren@unvienna.ong

UNEFP “ignna- |SCC

- pronides  serwice to the Framework Conention on the

Regional OHice for Europe
Protection and Sustainable Dewelopment of the Carpathians

United Matic
11:13, ch, des Andmaones

1219 Chotelaine, Geneva, Switzarlond

s Environment Progromme - Geneva

- iz @ focal point for the envronmental cooperation with Central
and South-Eastemn European countriss

- acts as liason between UMEP and organzations based in the
region.

x: [+41 22) 917 80 24
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The Inferim Secretariaf

The UNEP Vienna Office - Intenim Secretariat of the Camathian
Comention (UNER Vienna — I5CC) supports the implementation of
the Carpathian Convention by

promoting ratification and faciltating cooperation between the
signatory states as well as other relevant international bodies
and conyentions.

encouraging and supporting fesearch, communication and
information exchange between the partners.

coordinating the preparation and implementation  of the
work programime under the Convention.

preparing relevant documentation and supporting further
institutional development.

UNEFR Wienna — I5CT furthermore acts as liaison with the
Secretariat of the Alpine Convention, the International Partnership
for Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions, the Danube
Pratection Convention.

UNEP Vienns — [5CC also acts as UNEP's focal point for
cooperation between/with countries of South Eastern Europe and
the Danube/Carpathian reggon, the Regional Environment Centre in
szentendre, Hungary (REC) and other organiza-
tions and institutions based in Vienna.

ISCC receives financial and
fram, inter alia, governments of
thiar countries, Austna, ltaly

UNEP Yienna -
other support
Carpa-

The Convention provides

a framework of cooperation

The Frameworic Comvention an the Protection ahd Sustainaiie Develoo-
ment of the Campathians is anh international agreement of the seven
Central and Eastern Elropean States) the Czech Repubic, Hungan,
Foland, Romania, Sertia and Monteneagro, the Slovalk Repubic, and
Uliraine. it provides a framewark of cooperation for:

Anintegrated approach to land resources manag ement by developing
and implementing appropriate tools, such as integrated management
plans.

The conservation and sustainable use of biological and landscape
diversity by protecting species of flora and fauna which are representa-
tiwe of the Carpathians through the maintenanc e of their habitats and a
Carpathian Metwork of Protected Areas.

Spatial planning through developing and implementing transhoundary
andior regional paolicies and programmes.

Sustainable and integrated water/river basin management through
promoting wise management of surface and groundwater resources; by
providing adeguate supply of good guality water for sustainahle, balanced
usze; by protecting wetlands and wetland ecosysterms, by developing and
applying a coordinated system of early warning for transhoundary impacts
of looding and accidental water pollution.

Sustainable agriculture and forestry throunh environmentally sound
management of land traditionally cultivated in a sustainable mannet,
taking into account the specific conditions of mountains as less favored
areas; by promoting environmental programmes and policies compatible
with internationally-adgreed principles of sustainable forest managemert

Sustainable trangport and infrastructure by making the Carpathians
accessible while taking into account the specificities of the mountain
environiment and ensuring the protection of sensitve areas, and
minimizing harmiul effects on human health, landscapes, plants, animals
and their hahitats.

Sustainable tourism through transhoundary cooperation in order to
facilitate tourism, hased on the exceptional nature, landscapes and
cultural heritage,

Sustainable industrial and energy practises by introducing environmentally-sound production technologies and
reducing adverse impacts of mineral exploitation as well as ensuring adequate ervironmental surveillance of mining
practices.

The preservation of cultural heritage and traditional Knowledae by protecting the traditional architecture and land
use patterns, local breeds of domestic animals, local crafts and by marketing of local goods.

Enhanced environmental assessment/information systems, monitoring and early waming through cooperative
rizk assessments and environmental impact assessments, in order to avoid harmful franshoundary effects,

Enhanced awareness-raising, education and public participation by improving access of the public to information
an the protection and sustainable development of the Carpathians.

The history

The Convention constitutes the result of
the efiots of Governments and a
num ber of international and national,
govemmertsl and  non-governimental
organizations.

In the wear 2001, the United Mations
Ervdronment Frogramme — Regional
Office for Europe (UMNEP ROE) was
requested by the Gowvemmert of
Ukraing to serice a regional coopeta-
tion process aiming st the protection
and sudtainable development of the
Carpathians.

UMEP-ROE promated  an Alpine-
Carpathian Partnership and =erviced
the negotistions of the Carpsthian
Consertion. In the United Mations
Intemational “vear of the Mountsins
2002, the Ministry of the E msdronment
and Territory of laly which at that time
held the function of the Presidency of
the Alpine Convention intisted and
launched the Alpine-Carpathian part-
nership Raly, in cooperation with the
Eumpean Academy ([EURLAZ) in
Bolzano , sponsared and supported the
fird as wel az the dfth, final and
concluding negotistion meetings. More-
over, the process was supported by
Augria, Liechtenstein, the Netherlands,
and the WYWiF Intemational.

The Campathian Conwention  was
adopted st the Fith Ministerial Confer-
ence "Environment for E urope” in Ky,
Ukraine, 2003, and conseguently
signed by seven Carpathian countries.
UMEP ROE was reguedted to service
the Irterim Secretarist of the Conven-
tion

Did you know ...

143 of all Eumpean
olant species are found
In the Carpathians



